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Why do we celebrate Christmas?

• Biggest event since creation!

• Divides history into before & after

• The view from 200 BC [not to scale]

– Looking back
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THE COMING 
OF JESUS

• Amos 3:7 “Surely the Lord God does nothing without 
revealing his plans to his servants the prophets.”

• Over 100 prophecies in OT about the coming of the 
Jewish Messiah, fulfilled in the arrival of Jesus

– Interpreting the shadow
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Example prophecies

• Micah 5:2-3 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small 
among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be 
ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times. 
Therefore, Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in 
labour bears a son, and the rest of his brothers return to join the 
Israelites.”

– Matthew 2:1

• Isaiah 7:14 “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: the virgin 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”

– Matthew 1:21-23

• Isaiah 60:1-6 “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of 
the LORD rises upon you… Nations will come to your light, and kings 
to the brightness of your rising… And those from Sheba will come, 
bearing gold and frankincense and proclaiming the praise of the 
LORD.”

– Matthew 2:11
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The purpose of prophecy

• PREP
– Predict

– Reveal

– Explain

– Prepare

• Produce hope

• Encourage patience
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THE COMING 
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“HIS-STORY”

What about us?
Looking back

• We can see clearly, reality not shadows

• Begin to understand what happened & why

• Response-ability
– Why did Jesus come? How does it affect me?
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THE FIRST 
COMING OF 
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What about us?
Looking forward THE SECOND 

COMING OF 
JESUS

• Jesus is coming again, as king not rescuer

• In the shadow: hints, prophecies, not full detail

[not to scale]

• Purpose: To give hope & encourage patience

12

Living between the lampposts

FIRST 
COMING 

OF JESUS

SECOND 
COMING 

OF JESUS

RESPOND 
IN FAITH

STAND FIRM 
IN HOPE
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